HEREDITY.

forests which were supplanted by fields and towns.
And this, I think, makes room enough for all
reasonable aspirations, though it certainly does
not open any prospect that we shall ever become
gods or angels.

Thus, for example, we look with sorrow, some-
times with something like despair, upon the masses
of the criminal or degraded population which grovels
at the base of modern society. If we were bound
to say, the crime and the stupidity are the necessary
expression of the shape of the skull and the organisa-
tion of the brain; if we had therefore to infer that
the only possible remedy is by so modifying the
struggle for existence that the inferior forms
may be killed off and a better breed of humanity
take the place of the present; we should certainly
feel that we were confined within very narrow
limits. I do not for a moment say, that such
considerations may not point to important practical
conclusions. I should be very glad to hear of any
practical suggestions for so applying these doctrines
as to increase the probability that the next genera-
tion may be stronger, healthier, and more intelligent
than the present. But I also assert that the most
obvious facts also show that there are enormous
possibilities of progress without supposing any such
organic transformation. If all that makes the